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Amendment of the “Acceptable Limit for Abortion” in Article 14
of the Mother and Child Health Law

LEE Eun Young*, KANG Hyun Hee*, KIM Yun Deok*, SOHN Myongsei**, KIM Soyoon***

Since its enactment in 1973 the Mother and Child Health Law in Korea has not properly reflected
the rapid social changes that have taken place in Korea and has been enforced without appropriate
legislative amendments. According to Henshaw and Simon, Korea posted a 19.6% rate of abortion,
which is the highest among OECD countries. In Chapter 27 of the Criminal Law, established in 1953,
before the passage of the Mother and Child Health Law, abortion was designated as a crime and
was subject to punishment without exception. Although the Mother and Child Health Law has been
revised six times, including an extensive amendment in 1986, Article 14 of the Law has not been
revised due to possible ethical and social controversies. Accordingly, the Ministry of Health &
Welfare and the Medical Law and Ethics Research Center at Yonsei University began studying an
amendment of Article 14 in September 2007. These groups prepared an amendment bill for Article
14 based on existing research into the policies on abortion in other countries and ensured that the bill
fully reflects the opinions of different social groups in Korea. This article summarizes the problem

with Article 14 of the Mother and Child Health Law and the proposed amendments to it.

© Keywords : Abortion, The Mother and Child Health Law, Pro-Life, Pro-Choice, Social and economic
reasons for abortion, Unexpected pregnancy

* Asian Institute of Bioethics and Health Law, Yonsei University
** Department of Preventive Medicine, College of Medicine, Yonsei University
*** Department of Medical Law and Ethics, College of Medicine, Yonsei University: Corresponding Author

182



