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4) Hafferty FW. Definitions of professionalism: a search for meaning and identity. Clin Orthop Relat Res 2006 ; 449 : 193-204,
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8) Cruess RL, Cruess SR, Teaching medicine as a profession in the service of healing, Acad Med 1997 ; 72 : 941-951,
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cine, Medical professionalism in the new millennium: a physician charter, Ann Intern Med 2002 ; 136(3) : 243,
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28) Pellegrino ED, Professionalism, profession and the virtues of the good physician, The Mount Sinai Journal of Medicine

2002 ; 69(6) : 378-379.

29) Pellegrino ED. Medical professionalism: can it, should it survive? J Am Board Fam Med 2000 ; 13(2) : 1,

30) 2ol 2: Pellegrino E. 2007 : 3,
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32) Lipner RS, Bylsma WH. Arnold GK, et al. Who is maintaining certification and why? A national survey 10 years initial cer—
tification, Annals of Internal Medicine 2006 ; 144 : 23-26: Sox HS, Learning (internal) medicine, Annals of Internal Medi—

cine 2006 ; 144 : 57-58,
Qo] Z: Pellegrino E, 2007 : 5.

S2|ZTA}, 2006 : 22,

|. =1
W57, B2 olMol HHSE0| Bat 17 MASS =2 HEUHSm Cfat, 2008 : 2,
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Reed RR, Evans D. The deprofessionalization of medicine, causes, effects, and responses, JAMA 1987 ; 258 : 3279-3282,

33)
34) HIESIZE §|Y. 2zg2 0| . M2 : 7
35)
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Medical Unprofessionalism, De-professionalization,
and Virtue Ethics

LEE Dong Ik*, KIM Soo Jung**, CHOI Sook Hee***

Abstract

Medical unprofessionalism and the deprofessionalization of medicine have of late become serious
concerns to physicians, medical educators, and the public. Medical professionalism, which signifies a set
of values, behaviors, and a relationship that underpins the trust the public places in physicians, is a core
feature of medical practice. Commercialism and consumerism in medicine are among the main factors
currently contributing to medical unprofessionalism and the deprofessionalization of medical practice.
The unprofessionalism and deprofessionalization of physicians produce negative images of physicians.
In this article we argue for a virtue-ethics approach to solving the problems of medical unprofessional-
ism and deprofessionalization. We argue for the promotion of certain virtues among physicians and the
need for virtuous role models. Furthermore, we claim that since physicians are also members of society,
the nurturing of virtue within the medical profession both promotes and requires the nurturing of vir-

tue within society at large.
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