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The Night Duty Assignments for Specialists at Emergency Care
Facilities and Assessing Ethical Argument

JEONG Chang-Rok*

Abstract
In 2010 a four-year-old child with intussusception died after failing to receive treatment at the emer-

gency care unit of Kyungpook University Hospital. In August 2012 the Ministry of Health & Welfare
implemented the revised Enforcement Decree of Emergency Medical Service Act. According to the law,
all emergency medical facilities must have specialist physicians on duty for all treatment areas. Hospitals
that do not abide by the law are subject to a financial penalty, and the concerned specialists can receive a
license suspension for a maximum period of two months. While patients have welcomed this new law,
the Korean Medical Association insists that it exploits specialists and threatens people’s right to life.
This article examines the ethical issues involved in the dispute over the night duty system for specialists

at emergency care facilities.

Keywords
bio-medical ethics, night duty assignments for specialists at emergency care facilities, professional eth-

ics, assessing argument, ethical legitimacy
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