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<Table 1> Themes. Theme Clusters, and Meaning Unit Statements

Themes Theme
Meaning unit statements n (%)
(metaphor) clusters
Death of bodyas  Helplessness ~ There was nothing I could do. My ability was 16 (37.2)
amedical failure humble.
(Barricade) Limitation of  Ilearned that the disease is less than I think to cure 8 (18.6)
medicine
End of life It did not seem to means other than a terrible pain 5 (11.6)
and the end of all.
Providence of  Death is a course of nature. 3 (6.9)
nature
Impact It was terrible when I first saw the people who 4 (9.3)
breathe until not long ago that cold corpse.
Professional neu-  Vocation Health personnel should be thought of saving lifes 7 (16.2)
trality and Emo- as a top priority.
tional control Burden of Though sad and unfortunately, in order to fulfill the 9 (20.9)
(Rectangular box)  occupation responsibilities and obligations health personnel
should be calm and impersonal.
Evasion After the death, I did not want to be face to face 5(11.6)
with the guardian.
Ambivalence I was under stress about not being able to express 3 (6.9)
emotions.
Changeover of Recovery of It was hardly necessary to say guardian seedtobea 4 (9.3)
the inertia personality loving family of patients.
(Geometric Integration Expiring of life and organ dysfunction was totally 2 (4.6)
pattern) different meaning.
Transcendence I thought it is a time to another form of existence. 3(6.9)
Self-discovery ~ Previously I thought "Why this man should not 123)
die?", my own was scary.
Professional I would study to find out better treatment. 2 (4.6)
endeavor
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(Figure 2) Rectangular box.
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Health Personnel's Comprehension of Death in Korea*

JO Kae Hwa**, KIM Gyun Moo***

Abstract
Purpose: The purpose of this study is to understand the personal meaning of death through the

health personnel's death comprehension. Methods: A qualitative study design was utilized. Data were
collected from the clinical experiences of physicians, nurses, and paramedics. Data were analyzed with
qualitative content analysis. The texts were essays written by 43 health personnel's about the impres-
sions on death through their clinical experience. Results: There were three themes and fourteen theme
clusters classified. The three themes that emerged were: death of human body as a medical failure;
death as an occupational neutrality and controled emotion; and conversed death from a bad habit. Con-
clusion: The findings suggest a number of themes that health care professionals reported about mean-
ing of death experiences through death metaphor that could be explored as a way of improving end-of-

life care.
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