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<Table 1> The General Characteristics of the Study

Characteristic Category n (%)
Sex Male 53 (62.4)
Female 32 (37.6)
Age (yr) <50 20 (23.5)
50~59 25 (29.4)
60~69 16 (18.8)
=70 24 (28.2)
Education College 24 (28.2)
High school 34 (40.0)
Below high school 27 (31.8)
Marital status Single 11 (12.9)
Married 74 (87.1)
Religion Christianity 28 (32.9)
Buddhism 21 (24.7)

Roman catholicism 5(5.9)
Atheist, etc. 31 (36.5)
Job status Unemployed 35 (41.2)
Homemaker 16 (18.8)
Workers 15 (17.6)
Business 19 22.4)
Income (million won) <1 42 (49.4)
1-2 28 (32.9)

2~3 6 (7.1)
>3 9 (10.6)
Family living Self 38 (44.7)
Spouse 27 (31.8)

Parents, brothers, sisters 6 (7.1)
Offspring 14 (16.5)
Staging <Stage II 12 (14.1)
Stage III 17 (20.0)
Stage IV 26 (30.6)
Do not know 30 (35.3)
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<Table 1> Continued

20134 12&

Characteristic Category n (%)
Treatment modality One modality 53 (62.4)
Combined modalities 11 (12.9)
Outpatient treatment 21 (24.7)
The period from diagnosis (yr) <1 47 (55.3)
1~3 25 (29.4)
>3 13 (15.3)
Experiences in clinical trials No 80 (94.1)
Yes 5(5.9)
Determining participation Self 61 (71.8)
Spouse 7 (8.2)
Offspring 6 (7.1)
Doctor 11 (12.9)
Consultation regarding participation Self 9 (10.6)
Discuss with family 54 (63.5)
Doctor 22 (25.9)
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<Table 2> The Degree of Awareness on a Clinical Trial in General (I)

Question Category Mean+SD
Do you know that a clinical trial is a study for the treatment or 2.20+0.961
I modality that has not been verified yet?
Characteristic Category Mean+SD GM p-value

Sex Male 2.39+1.04 2.17 0.015
Female 1.87+0.70 1.73

Age (yr) <50 1.65+0.67 1.52 0.001
50~59 2.08+0.76 1.92
60~69 2.25+0.68 2.13
=70 2.75+1.22 2.48

Job status Unemployed 2.62+1.08 241 0.006
Homemaker 1.87£0.71 1.73
Workers 1.86+0.64 1.75
Business 1.94+0.84 1.76

Determining participation Self 1.98+0.82 1.81 0.000
Spouse 3.71+1.25 3.52
Offspring 2.16£0.75 2.03
Doctor 2.45+0.68 2.34

- Do you know that you may take a risk or suffer from discomforts 2.44+0.663
by participating in a clinical trial?

Age (yr) <50 2.20+0.41 2.16 0.017
50~59 2.28+0.54 222
60~69 2.56+0.62 249
=70 2.75+0.84 2.63

Determining participation Self 2.36+0.63 2.29 0.025
Spouse 3.14+0.90 3.02
Offspring 2.33+0.52 2.29
Doctor 2.55+0.52 2.50
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<Table 2> Continued

Question Category Mean+SD
Do you think that you have rights to refuse to participate 1.7240.968
I the clinical trial that was recommended by your doctor?
Characteristic Category Mean+SD GM p-value
Age (yr) <50 1.50+0.82 1.34 0.019
50~59 1.52+0.50 1.43
60~69 1.56+1.03 1.37
=70 2.25+1.22 1.98
Education College 1.50+0.58 1.39 0.011
High school 1.52+0.82 1.38
Below high school 2.18+1.24 0.91
v Do you participate because your would feel special treatment 3.28+1.030
if you participated in a clinical trial?
Sex Male 3.08+1.02 2.87 0.016
Female 3.63+0.98 3.48

SD : standard deviation, GM : geometric mean.
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<Table 3> The Degree of Awareness on a Clinical Trial in General (II)

Question Category Mean+SD
Do you think that you have rights to be informed fully about 1.50+0.749
\V4 the clinical trial to be able to understand ?
Characteristic Category Mean+SD GM p-value
Sex Male 1.52+0.77 1.37 0.725
Female 1.460.71 1.33
Age (yr) <50 1.35+0.67 1.23 0.429
50~59 1.44+0.76 1.30
60~69 1.50+0.63 1.38
=70 1.70+0.85 1.52
Vi Do you think that you may require the explanation in detail 1.88+0.836
from your doctor?
Sex Male 2.00+0.90 1.81 0.095
Female 1.69+0.69 1.55
Age (yr) <50 1.55+0.82 1.39 0.105
50~59 1.92+0.70 1.78
60~69 1.81+0.75 1.66
=70 2.16+0.96 1.96
VI Do you feel a burden that you would be disadvantaged from 3.76+0.983
your doctor, if you did not participate in a clinical trial?
Sex Male 3.62+1.06 3.42 0.087
Female 4.00+0.80 391
SD : standard deviation, GM : geometric mean.
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<Table 4> The Degree of Awareness on a Clinical Trial in Medical Perspectives

Question Category Mean+SD
Do you have hopes to find a new treatment by participating in a
2.15+0.698
I clinical trial?
Characteristic Category Mean+SD GM  p-value
Determining participation  Self 2.05+0.53 1.97 0.050
Spouse 2.71+1.25 2.46
Offspring 2.50+1.05 2.29
Doctor 2.18+0.75 2.04
I Do you believe that participation in the clinical trial is the best way to ~ 2.71+0.894
treat your cancer ?
Sex Male 2.88+0.93 2.72 0.024
Female 2.43+0.75 231
Treatment modality One modality 2.68+0.85 2.53 0.050
Combined modalities 2.27+0.65 2.18
Outpatient treatment 3.05+1.02 2.90
- Do you fear that you may miss out on the opportunity to participate  3.14+1.001
in clinical trial?
Education College 3.54+0.93 341 0.050
High school 3.05+1.01 2.86
Below high school 2.89+0.97 2.70
SD : standard deviation, GM : geometric mean.
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<Table 5> The Relationship between Intent to Participate in a Clinical Trial and Financial
Compensation

Question Category Mean+SD

Some clinical trials provide financial compensation (transportation  2.27+1.137

fee). How much do you think financial compensation is reasonable

I
for it?
Characteristic Category Mean+SD GM p-value

Sex Male 1.94+0.89 1.76 0
Female 2.81+1.31 2.50

Age (yr) <50 2.65+1.26 238 0.001
50~59 2.1240.78 1.97
60~69 2.93+1.28 2.67
=70 1.67+0.91 1.47

I Are you willing to participate in the study if financial compensation  2.35+1.109
is helpful for your high cost of medication and hospitalization ?

Education College 1.79+0.98 1.60 0.007
High school 2.44+1.05 221
High school below 2.74+1.13 2.50

Staging <Stage II 2.50+1.17 2.25 0.048
Stage III 2.06+0.90 1.87
Stage IV 2.81+1.27 2.51
Do not know 2.07£0.94 1.88

Experiences in clinical trials No 2.29+1.06 2.05 0.029
Yes 3.40+1.52 3.13

SD : standard deviation, GM : geometric mean.
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Analysis of the Degree of Cancer Patients’ Awareness
on Clinical Trials: A View of Subject’s Protection

KIM Jiye*, YI Seung Yoon**, LEE Hye Ran***

Abstract
This study was designed to assess the degree of cancer patients’ awareness of the nature of clinical

trials (CT) and to provide basic information for further research in developing systems of protection
for vulnerable patients. Patients diagnosed with cancer and admitted for chemotherapy or receiving
outpatient treatment were surveyed. The survey consisted of three parts to gather information on (1)
patients’ awareness of the nature of CT in general, (2) patients’ awareness of CT from medical perspec-
tives, and (3) the relationship between intent to participate in CT and financial compensation. Eighty-
five patients participated in the survey. In the first part, many patients answered that they would partic-
ipate in the study lest they be put at a disadvantage for not participating, while others said they would
participate because they felt they would receive special treatment. In the second part, scores were
lowest in men, the elderly, the unemployed, and those who participated as a result of decisions made
by their spouses. In the third part, rewards influenced women more than men, and patients in their
60s expected a greater reward than those in other groups. Most cancer patients may not be sufficiently
aware of the nature of CT and may be vulnerable when making decisions by themselves. Therefore, it
is necessary for patients to receive more information on CT and for the information to be presented in
terms that patients can easily understand. A system for the protection of vulnerable patients may also
be needed.
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