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The Need for a Virtue Ethics Approach to
Medical Ethics Education:
Focusing on the Learning Objectives of "Medical Ethics,

KIM Claire Junga*, KIM Soojung*»**

Abstract

Two objectives in medical ethics education—“creating virtuous physicians” and “providing a skill set
for analyzing and resolving ethical dilemmas”—are often seen as mutually exclusive. However, both
objectives are important and they are not as incompatible as they are assumed to be. This article argues
that in contemporary medical ethics education the objective of creating virtuous physicians is often
underemphasized despite its importance. The learning objective put forward by the Korean Society for
Medical Ethics in 2013 also neglects this pedagogical objective and instead adopts a principle-based ap-
proach that makes no explicit mention of virtue ethics. After identifying the biases responsible for the
omission of virtue-based approaches to medical ethics education, this article offers a critique of those

biases as well as strategies for incorporating virtue-based models into the medical curriculum.
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virtue ethics, virtuous physician, learning objectives on "Medical Ethics;, objectives of education in
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