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<Table 1> Participants’ Socio-demographic Characteristics and Clinical Setting (n=87)

Characteristic Category Number (%) Mean+SD
Sex Male 80 (91.9)
Female 7 (8.1)
Age (yr) <40 11 (12.6) 49.748.7
41~50 38 (43.7)
51~60 31 (35.6)
>60 7 (8.1)
Speciality Family medicine 20 (22.9)
Internal medicine 16 (18.4)
Orthopedics 10 (11.6)
General surgery 8(9.2)
Ophthalmology 55.7)
Othoraringology 4 (4.6)
Neurosurgery 4 (4.6)
Obstetric gynecology 3 3.5)
Pediatrics 3 (3.5)
Anestheology 335
Neurology 3 (3.5
Rehabilitation 2(23)
Emergency 2 (2.3)
Psychiatry 1 (1D
Dermatology 1 (1.1
Chest surgery 1(1.1)
Non-responder 1(1.1)
Clinic location Urban 53 (60.9)
Rural 28 (32.1)
Non-responder 6 (7.0)
Clinic form Solo practice 65 (74.7)
Hospital 19 (21.8)
Non-responder 3 (3.5

SD : standard deviation.
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Changes in Clinical Atmosphere after the
Introduction of Private Insurance:
A Survey of Private Practitioners’ Experiences

YI Sung-Won*, SHIN Gun-Hee*, CHOI Eun-Young*, PARK Eal-Whan*,
SONG Hu-Bin**, CHEONG Yoo-Seock*»***

Abstract

After the introduction of private insurance, there have been significant changes in clinical practice
patterns. In October 2014, 87 private practitioners from the Chungcheong province participated in our
survey (18 on-line, 69 off-line). The survey focused on the positive and/or negative effects of private
insurance on clinical environment. The results of our survey show that almost half (47.1%) of private
practitioners replied that although private insurance doesn't seem to benefit patients’ health, the ma-
jority (90.9%) feel private insurance puts added pressure to their practice. The 79.2% replied that the
effect of private insurance on the doctor-patient relationship is negative compared with only 4.6% say-
ing it had a positive effect. The 58.6% replied that private insurance had little or no impact on hospital
management and 72.4% replied that private insurance negatively affected objective and conscientious
decision making. Overall, 50.6% of our participants replied that the private insurance system was flawed
with negative side effects, while 49.4% replied that despite its flaws the private insurance system was
bearable. No participants felt the private insurance system was positive and benefited the national in-
surance system. The 48.2% of participants voiced the need for a governing network between health ser-

vices, private insurance companies, patients and the government.
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