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(Figure 1) ABHZE [{Sty HATZF2|X2 EXt, Data from Stanford Center for Biomedical Ethics [23],

Initial request is made to BECS team member
- Contact is made by phone, email, or web-form
- Core team: Mildred Cho, David Magnus, Hank Greely, Sally Tobin
- Additional team members: LaVera Crawley, Christopher Scott

|

Request is "triaged" by contacted team member
- Basic information is gathered: name, department, research subject, reason for request
- Web-form requests are acknowledged within 24 hours of receipt

Team meeting necessary?
No——

Additional expertise necessary?

Yes

}

No

} ,

Team meeting
plus additional expertise
Type of expertise is identified and
added to the team consult.

"Curbside" consultation
The team member responding to
the initial contact resolves the

Team meeting
Core team members are contacted
for a team consult.

matter on the spot.

! |

A written report is provided within 48 hours of the consult. The reports are structured
to cover background information, description of the request, the ethical, social and other
issues identified, and if appropriate, specific recommendations to the researcher.

l

Case closed <
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A Proposal for a Research Ethics Advisory Service as
a System Suitable for a Changing Research Environment

LEE Eun-young*, JANG Seung-gyeong**, LEE Il-hak***

Abstract

As biomedical research becomes more interdisciplinary and subjects more diversified, an increasing
emphasis is being placed on the ethics of biomedical research. Conventional research ethics is based on
the oversight of institutional review boards (IRBs), which are commonly criticized for being ineffective in
today’s changing research environment. Although various suggestions have been made concerning how
to improve IRB-based research ethics, relatively little attention has been given to the perspective of organi-
zational ethics. Yet in order to improve the decision-making of individual researchers it is crucial to under-
stand the structure of the organizations in which those decisions are made. Research ethics consultation
(REC) takes a systemic approach to organizational ethics and assists the decisions and practices of both
individuals as well as organizations. This article argues for the necessity of REC and describes how REC

services should be structured.
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