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Institutional Ethics Committees for Decisions on Life-sustaining
Treatment in Korea: Their Current State and Experiences with
their Operation*:**

CHOI Ji Yeon*** JANG Seung Gyeong**** KIM Claire Junga***** [EE Ilhak******

Abstract

Institutional Ethics Commiittees are responsible for reviewing, consulting, and educating about matters
related to life-sustaining treatment, these committees should play a substantial role in implementing the
Act in each hospital. However, there are few such committees and their operations have been limited in
many respects. In this article we report on a survey that was carried out to assess the difficulties faced by 63
committee administrators. We also conducted focus-group interviews with seven medical professionals or
administrators working in health care institutions in which a committee has been established. Subjects were
asked about the difficulties these committees face in advising on foregoing life-sustaining treatment. The
operational problems that were reported include the following: difficulties in accessing patients’ records of
decisions concerning life-sustaining treatment, obstacles in using Shared Ethics Committees, legal and ad-
ministrative complexities in diagnosing the end-of-life process, the lack of expertise of committee members
and administrators, manpower shortages on the committees, and medical professionals’ negative views of
the Act’s procedures for life-sustaining treatment decision-making. In order to deal with these problems, we
suggest the following solutions: improving the accessibility of patients’ life-sustaining treatment decisions,
encouraging the use of Shared Ethics Committees, defining the qualifications and training requirements for
Committee members, establishing better communications among committee members; creating an educa-
tional system for medical professionals in order to improve their understanding of the committees’ role; and
developing standard operating procedures for the committees.

Keywords
withholding treatment, clinical decision-making, ethics committees, clinical ethics committees, ethics con-

sultation
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A S B AZ7F 2 26 (41.3)

A= L3} 23 (36.5)

147 =7 13 (20.6)
YA EA o7

o) 48 (76.2)

ol & 15(23.8)
A A E

753 34 (54.0)

KR 9 (14.3)

Ar2l &2 5(7.9)

oo 15 (23.8)
BRTAL A SHAF DAL A of 5

d 12 (19.0)

ol o 36 (57.1)
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L za g

.

3}

[

63)

A Sl A 3

< Appendix 3> $]€3]9] ¢

ZA 23 n

o

€]

o
B!

69.05
1.27
61.06

8 (12.7)
5(7.9)
1(1.6)

1.28

olo

il

A2 Y

EEE

SS9 FSAE,

T

*

o *
=2

s

Q

No
No
A

33 (52.4)
14 (222)

Al

7 (1L1)
5(7.9)
3(4.8)

o
™

1(1.6)
6(9.5)
22 (34.9)
3(48)
3(48)
4(63)
24 (38.1)

i

A

2X|7E 017 24A17F o]

B
1~30%
30~60%
60~120%
24417k 0]

7/e}

)

A

1(16)

oo

A

291

B!

!

<O

227

1.75
06.54
1.78

3941




o

2o|22a|5t3|X| M22H M3S(ER MI605) : 2019 92

< Appendix 4> $1993] 9] & A5} FH HEXAF AT (n=63)
T2 Number (%)
L3 AL A AP YR A B AT o R
o 45 (71.4)
ol 18 (28.6)
AE S AR EA A AP
413 122)
714 13] 25 (55.6)
w7 13] 4(8.9)
o 13 11 (24.4)
I g A] 2 (4.4)
o]-g 5 2(44)
Ae o A ﬂié%‘ AL AR AZHE) 61.8
e i} AB g4y u & AlF o F
J 59 (93.7)
ofy £ 4(6.3)
e A AR dY LK A7
213 4(6.8)
71413 16 (27.1)
w7 13] 10 (16.9)
A 33] 1(1.7)
A 13] 12 (20.3)
A 15 (25.4)
oS5 1(1.7)
R g} A YREY L& 2 AATHE) 53.94
A Y SATHE A AR A B Al o
o 17 27.0)
ofy £ 46 (73.0)
A Y SATE Y AR A A WS AT
413 2(11.8)
By 13 1(5.9)
w74 13 2(11.8)
o 13] 2(11.8)
QA 10 (58.8)
A Y SATE A AR A W 22 AITHE) 353
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< Appendix 4> Continued
Z8 Number (%)

AP BEdA wS Y

g BAT 41 (66.1)

i e 34 (54.8)

Alm 30 (48.4)

A 744 9 (14.5)

22l A& 8 (12.9)
g ASAR Y SA*

a7 A2 AR 57 (91.9)

A e A2 AR 35 (56.5)

7)€k 1(1.6)
999 Wrmg 27 oy

o 15 (23.8)

ol o 48 (76.2)
Y71 AT 2 ol HHE EA o7

J 53 (84.1)

oly o 10 (15.9)
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o

< Appendix 5> 9193 9] A A3 HA HE2A AT (n=62)*
H

Z Number (%)

Abe olg) A

7ol A 22 45 (72.6)

THAY e (EE 2 9HaX) 33 (53.2)

At e d 4(6.5)

IR=PAS=E 1(1.6)
AFR ALA] g

SE 48 (774)

3z} 45 (72.6)

B3 49 (79.0)

71 4(6.5)
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< Appendix 6> 91939 A @5 T HEXRA 2T (n=63)

Z8 Number (%)
91913] 41 Afgor
Aoz A% 48 (82.8)
o o] g Al 38 (65.5)
FA 9 M7 31 (534)
o] QR e
FHHA Y5 EE L 31 99) 45 (73.8)
AAA A= 34 (55.7)
Ao WA A4 349
Aol fle 571 712 SHIAA AYE. *ErSH 7 AR Y8 S T2 Aol jle 27 7
e SHAA AH
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< Appendix 7> $1 93] 2] 1 A%} #HH AEXA Z3H(n=63)

T Number (%)

AP YR AAYA = T HA| Pl 5

°l 47 (74.6)

ofye 16 (25.4)
APYRAAA = ZH A

A=dl 44 (93.6)

R 45 (95.7)

237 45 (95.7)
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< Appendix 8> 9193]¢9]

Number (%)

57 (93.4)
53 (86.9)
49 (80.3)

A= ALN 55

9 (14.8)

P55

@

Aozl
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