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Current Issues with Sex Robots and Three Approaches to its Regulation

KIM Soo-jung*

Abstract

This article examines and evaluates the views of David Levy, Kathleen Richardson, and John
Danaher on the ethical and legal issues involved in human-robot sex. While Levy welcomes the
introduction of sex robots and extols the benefits of this technology, the other two writers are
much more critical of sexual relationships with robots. Richardson campaigns against sex robots,
warning that they will lead to the further objectification of women and commodification of sex;
and Danaher, who considers a complete ban on sex robots unrealistic, argues that it is necessary
to regulate and even criminalize particular sex robots, such as those embodying child sex abuse or
rape fantasies. In a pluralistic society, individual freedom or autonomy should be respected as long
as doing so does not cause harm to others or threaten public safety or social order. Therefore, this
article defends a view similar to Danaher’s on policies concerning human-robot sex: it is argued
that while sex robots should be permitted for individual use, the industry should be strongly

regulated, and sex robots associated with rape fantasies or child sex abuse should be prohibited.
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