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(Table 1) The distribution from clinical ethical standpoint of the papers in the Korean Journal of Medical

Ethics(1998-2020)

Major category

Minor category

No(%) of
minor category major category

NO(cyo) of

Theory & methodology Clinical ethics theory/strategy 26(12.0) 26(12.0)
Beginning of life 14(6.5)
. End of life decision(DNR etc) 26(12.0)
Birth to death End of life care(Hospice) 8(3.7) 2554
Euthanasia(active & passive) 73.2)
Shared decision making 94.2)
Decision making capacity 9(4.2)
Informed consent 5(2.3)
Doctor-patient relationship  Confidentiality, privacy 10.5) 26(12.0)
Refusal of treatment 1(0.5)
Truth telling 0(0,0)
Patient’s best interest 1(0.5)
Conflict of interest 11(5.1)
Impaired colleagues 0(0.0)
L Unproven treatment 1(0.5)
Professionalism Gift from patient to doctor 0(0.0) 156.9
Patient’s safety, Medical error 2(0.9)
Physical/sexual abuses 1(0.5)
. . Medico-legal issues 24(11.1)
Policy/legal issues Dolicy & irglsurance 156.9) 39(18.1)
Resource allocation 4(1.9)
Organ transplantation 8(3.7)
Students/residents issues 6(2.9)
Others Clinical ethics consultation 13(6.0) 2554
Research ethics 14(6.5)
etc(genetics, chemical castration ... ) 11(6.1)
Total, No(%) 216(100.0) 216(100.0)
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¢

(Figure 1) The distribution from clinical specialities of the papers in the Korean Journal of Medical Ethics

(1998-2020)

Count

5]

Anesthesia OBGY Pediatrics

Psycliatry Surgery

Organ-Tran ER ICU

OBGY: Obstertircs and Gynecology, Organ-Tran: Organ Transplantation, ER: Emergency room, ICU: Intensive care unit
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Clinical Ethics, What Is Studied in Clinical Ethics?

CHEONG Yoo-Seock!, KIM Do-Kyong?

Abstract

A total of 423 articles published in the Korean Journal of Medical Ethics between the years 1998
and 2020 were reviewed and classified. Of the total 423 papers screened, 216 articles (51.1%)
covered clinical ethics. For analysis, six major categories and 25 subcategories were identified
by referring to the contents of six clinical ethics textbooks. The six major categories consisted of
theory and methodology, birth to death, doctor-patient relationships, professionalism, policy and
legal issues, and others. Subcategories that have received extensive coverage in the 216 clinical
articles identified include life-sustaining treatment, medico-legal issues, medical systems, and
issues at the beginning of life (e.g. abortion). However, few if any articles have been published
on topics in other subcategories, including truth-telling, impaired colleagues, gifts from patients,
confidentiality, denial of treatment, unproven treatment, or physical/sexual abuse. This study
highlights some of the areas of research that the Korean Journal of Medical Ethics should attempt

to include in future editions of the journal in order to provide a more balanced coverage of the

field of clinical ethics.
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