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Social Responsibilities of Health Care Professionals during the COVID-
19 Pandemic; Avoiding Privacy Infringements and the Stigmatization of Patients

MOON Jae Young?, PARK Hye Yoon?, CHOI Eun Kyung?

Abstract

This article explores the social responsibilities of healthcare professionals (HCPs) during the
COVID-19 pandemic, especially those concerning the stigmatization of individuals and the
infringement of privacy. In the context of public health crises like the current COVID-19
pandemic, HCPs have the dual responsibility of respecting the rights and interests of individuals
and at the same time protecting and promoting public health. While contact-tracing is considered
an essential public health tool, it can conflict with the rights and interests of individuals.
Furthermore, the fact that exposure to infectious diseases can lead to social stigmatization and
discrimination complicates efforts to protect public health during infectious disease outbreaks.
The tension between respecting the rights and interests of individuals and protecting public
health requires the careful attention of HCPs. This article argues for the development and
implementation of ethical frameworks or models concerning the dual responsibilities of HCPs in

the context of infectious disease outbreaks.

Keywords
COVID-19 pandemic, infringement of privacy, stigma, discrimination, patients interest, public

good, public health ethics
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