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(Table 1) Survey questions

A survey of the perceptions of students at Medical schools of
Korean Medicine for the development of death studies subjects

1. Where do you think death is?

2. What images come to mind when you hear the word death? (Select 2)

3. How much do you think about the death of others in your daily life?

3-1. How do you feel about the unexpected death of someone you had a close relationship with? (Select 2)

3-2. How do you feel about the death of someone you had a close relationship with due to a long illness?

(Select 2)

4. How much do you think about your own death in your daily life?

4-1. What do you think of when you think of your own sudden death? (Select 2)

4-2. What do you think of when you think of death after fulfilling your command? (Select 2)

5. If you are afraid of death, what factors are you afraid of? (Select 2)

6. What do you think happens when you die?

7. Do you think that death studies (death education) classes are necessary in the curriculum of Korean

medicine schools?

7-1. (Reasons why death education is necessary in number 7, select 2)

7-2. (Reasons why death education is not necessary in number 7, select 2)

8. What topics do you think are important in death education? (Select 3)

9. Which method of death education do you think is appropriate? (Select 2)

10. At what grade level do you think death education is appropriate?

11. How much time do you think is appropriate for death education?

°
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(Table 2) Distance from death

Where do you think death is?

1. It has absolutely nothing to do with me at the

moment.
2. Far away
3. It's normal (I've never thought about it)
4. Close by
5. Always together

1-5 Scale score

10 (3.5%)

34 (11.8%

43 (14.9%

96 (33.2%

106 (36.7%
3.88

)
)
)
)

Where do you think death is?

it has absolutely nothing to do with me at the moment [l

(Figure 1) Distance from death (comparison of
professor/graduate/student)
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Do you think that death studies (death education) classes are
necessary in the curriculum of Korean medical schools?

Not needed at all [N
Unnecessary - N
Noide N
Needed
Very needed [N

(Figure 2) Necessity of death education (all subjects)
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(Table 3) The need for death education

=2|&3|X| H263 HM3E(SH HM762): 2023E 9

Do you think that death studies (death education) classes are necessary
in the curriculum of Korean medical schools?

1. Not needed at all
2. Unnecessary

3. No idea

4. Needed

5. Very needed

1-5 Scale score

22 (7.6%)
44 (15.2%)
50 (17.3%)

144 (49.8%)

29 (10%)

3.39

Do you think that death studies (death education) classes are
necessary in the curriculum of Korean medical schools?

(Figure 3) Necessity of death education (comparison
of professors/graduates/students)
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Why death education is necessary

Expanding knowledge about death G
Reducing fear of death |
Confronting myself(self-reflection) NG
Overcomin g grief and loss N
Coping with a patient's death(treatment)
Etc. N

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

(Figure 4) Why death education is necessary
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(Table 4) Appropriate grade for education(1st year of pre-medical school to 4th year of medical school

are indicated as M1 to Mé)

At what grade level do you think death education is appropriate?

1. M1
2. M2
3. M3
4. M4
5. M5
6. M6

1-6 Scale score

124 (42.9%)
48 (16.6%)
46 (15.9%)

21 (7.3%)

19 (6.6%)

31 (10.7%)
2.5

At what grade level do you think death
education is appropriate?

15
1°III 0
2 ll

(Figure 5) Grade appropriate for education (for all)
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death education?
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(Figure 6) Appropriate amount of education

e drtet ZgoRNE INEL AAF
£ Aol ELof gt gmalel dge A=
AT}, oxje] Bek A, AEFL H2d A

Ao} B s 3t B2, A, AN PES

l‘—fF

AU YolA, A% AT AR 42LS
2] A7 BES 4o G L of2ety W3
22 2208 948 4 9L AP 5,
2ol o Szl o5t =g FYshe
2432 2xE i}

olE 98, 49 FAE 229 H(FLL 3
2 ZWh U A, F29 Hok(EEe
F Sl PR 4 427), 529 £
4o RN, 4RI, 229 BANES
oA QIZHe TS U ML), F33

T

o N i‘l N,

H

233



st

(Table 5) Appropriate amount of education
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How much time do you think is appropriate for death education?

1. 2 hours during other subjects

2. One semester (ex. M2) + 1 hour of clinical practice

class (M5, M6)
3. One semester (ex. M4)
4. Two semesters (ex. M1, M5)
5. Etc.

113 (39.1%)
47 (16.3%)

95 (32.9%)
22 (7.6%)
12 (4.2%)

What do you think of your own sudden death?

.
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mprofessors @ Graduates ® Students

(Figure 7) Thoughts about one's own sudden
death (professor/graduate/student)
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At what grade level do you think death education is
% appropriate?
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(Figure 8) Appropriate grade for education
(professor/graduate/student)
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(Table 6) Proposal for death education class plan for Medical schools of Korean Medicine

Week Topic Class method
1 Philosophical, socio-cultural, and spiritual meaning of Flipped learning (documentary)
death Death in traditional culture and the history of Korean  Lecture
medicine : Departments of basic medical
science
2 Relationship between death and fear, attitudes toward death,  Lecture
trends and status of death awareness according to life cycle : Departments of basic medical
science
3 Approach by Korean medicine department according to the  Lecture
type and actual situation of death : Departments of clinical science
4 Ethical and legal approach to medical decisions for terminally Flipped learning (movie watching),
ill patients Role of medical personnel in Korean medicine Discussion / Presentation
approach
5  Understanding brain death/persistent vegetative state situations Lecture
Medical approach to end-of-life judgment and prognosis : Departments of clinical science,
Discussion / Presentation
6 'The meaning of a good death, its components, and the Lecture
relationship between death and life. Understanding and : Departments of clinical science,
modern interpretation of death in Eastern philosophy. Discussion / Presentation
7 Obligation to live, right to die, subjectivity of death Watching a movie and Psychiatrist's
Characteristics of how life and death are recognized in Korean ~ discourse
medicine
Midterm exam
9 Why preparation for death is necessary and its background Lecture
The relationship between Korean medicine and theology : Departments of clinical science
10 What to prepare for when you are healthy Lecture
The importance and necessity of preventive medicine in : Departments of basic medical
Korean medicine science
11 Things to prepare when you are an Korean medicine doctor, ~ Lecture
guardian, or patient : Departments of clinical science,
Discussion with the bereaved family
12 The medicalization of death and the significance of funerals ~ Forensic Scientist Lecture
History of funeral culture in Korean society and differences in
funeral culture by religion
13 The death of neuroscience discourse Brain scientist lecture
14 Relationship between life and death - survival and existence Watching a movie, Discussion /
Presentation
15  Final exam
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Perception Survey and Course Design on Death Education

JIN Myung Ho', LEE Hai-Woong’, KIM Seon Kyoung’

Abstract

This article reports on a survey that was conducted on students and professors at a college of Korean medicine on
attitudes toward death and the need for death education. Survey results show a high demand among participants for
death education, including education about facing death in clinical practice as a medical professional. In light of the
results of this survey, we propose a semester-long death education course and hope that this recommendation will be

helpful for implementing and developing death education at medical schools of Korean medicine.
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