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The Moral Dispute on Human Embryonic Research and

The Beginning of Human Life

CHOI Kyung-Suk*

The main moral dispute on human embryonic research lies in the status of
embryo. Embryo means actually pre—-embryo here. Proponents for the research
argue that an pre—-embryo is not an human being because it does not have any
personality. But I argue that this argument is too weak to fall down because it must
be applied to a new-born baby. But we consider a new—born baby as an human
being.

A strong argument for the research is to claim that a human life begins at the
formation of primitive streak because this streak indicates the establishment of an
individual identity. Proponents for the research based on this argument claims that
there is no person to hold any rights because there is no entity to establish any
individual identity. They consider this argument to fall down the view that human
life starts at the conception.

But I argue that the above argument only shows when an individual identity is
established, rather than when an human life starts. The reasons are as follows.
First, biological identity, that is, genetic identity as an human species is formed in
zygote at the conception. Second, the potentiality to grown up into an adult is
developed from the conception while the same genetic identity is kept. The reason
we think that human life is respected lies in the potentiality. The numbers of
individuals is not important in considering this potentiality. Therefore, despites
discontinuity in individual identity we have to think that human life begins at zygote
from which genetic identity and potentiality to build up an individual or individuals

are continuously kept.

* Institute of General Education, The Catholic University of Korea
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The same view can be applied to cloned human embryo through implanting the
nuclear of a somatic cell. So, the research of cloned human embryo is not morally

justified. The current Korean law to allow this research should be reconsidered.

Key words : human embryonic research, cloned human embryo, identity, status

of human embryo, the beginning of human life
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