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Medico—legal and ethical issues

29 Graduates must know about and understand the main ethical and legal issues they will come
across.
For example, how to:
a. make sure that patients' rights are protected;
b. maintain confidentiality;
¢. deal with issues such as withholding or withdrawing life—prolonging treatment;
d. provide appropriate care for vulnerable patients;
e. respond to patients’ complaints about their care;
f, deal appropriately, effectively, and in patients’ interests, with problems in the performance,
conduct or health of colleagues; and
g. consider the practice of medicine within the context of limited financial resources.

30 Graduates must understand the principles of good practice set out in our publication Seeking

patients” consent: the ethical considerations, These include:

a. providing enough information about conditions and possible treatments to allow patients to
make informed decisions about their care;

b. responding to questions;

¢. knowing who is the most appropriate person to ask for consent;

d. finding out about a patient's ability to make their own decisions and to give their consent
; and

e. statutory requirements that may need to be taken into account.
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Korean J Med Ethics Educ 9(1): 60-72, June 2006

A Ciritical Review of the Current Medical Ethics Education in Korea

KWON Ivo*

There are numerous problems with the medical ethics education currently practiced in Korea. In
the first place, there is a lack of consensus regarding the goals of medical ethics education. Some
educators seek to promote morality or good character in medical students, while others focus on
advanced bioethical issues such as euthanasia or organ transplantation. Secondly, there is confusion
concerning teaching methods. Lectures, small group discussions, so called “dilemma discussions”,
PBL, TBL, and public service components are all used without any clear educational purpose and
strategy. Thirdly, there are problems with evaluation; few know how to evaluate students’
performance or measure the effects of medical ethics education.

In this article, I argue that the promotion of medical ethics competence based on the medical
professionalism should be recognized as the ultimate goal of basic medical ethics education.
Medical ethics competence is composed of knowledge, problem solving skills, and professionalism,
and it covers three different domains: medical ethics, bioethics, and professional ethics. Instructional
tools and methods should be constructed and implemented to achieve this goal of medical ethics

competence, which will in turn help to promote medical professionalism in Korea.

key words : Medical ethics education, Professional ethics, Medical ethics competence

* Department of Medical Education, Ewha Womans University College of Medicine
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